The value of herbarium collections as tools for research has certainly been supported in the recent botanical literature. The last two decades have witnessed numerous studies using plant specimens to correlate shifts in phenological patterns with climate change (Primack et al. 2004 , Lavoie and Lachance 2006 , Gallagher et al. 2009 , Wernberg et al. 2011 , Panchen et al. 2012 , document arrival and spread of exotic species (Stadler et al. 2002 , Heubner 2003 , Lavoie et al. 2007 , Martine et al. 2008 , Crawford and Hoagland 2009 , Aikio et al. 2010 , determine plant species distributions (Elith and Leathwick 2007) , measure local shifts in plant biodiversity (Gimaret-Carpentier et al. 2003 , Dolan et al. 2011 , define conservation needs (Norton et al. 1994 , MacDougall et al. 1998 , Lienert et al. 2001 , Willis et al. 2003 , Rivers et al. 2011 , and identify evolutionary processes (Mukherjee et al. 2011) .
The importance of biological collections to science has not, however, been reflected in the levels of institutional support provided for many herbaria (Dalton 2003) . In particular, over the last half-century numerous herbaria held by smaller institutions have been shuttered, disposed of, or transferred to larger institutions; and small collections that have held on often face challenges associated with limitations in staffing and/or a lack of dedicated funds (Snow 2005 , Prather et al. 2008 .
The state of New York has been especially affected by apathy related to botanical collections, in part due to a decline in botany instruction across the state (Steve Young, pers. comm.) Edinger et al. 2002) persist, from sand beach and shoreline outcrop communities in the east to pitch pine-heath barrens and sandstone pavement barrens in the west.
Although botanists have previously worked in the region, relatively few plant species (even some that are widely abundant) were recorded for Clinton County by the New York Flora Atlas (Weldy and Werier 2012)-a resource providing species distribution records based on specimens accessioned in herbarium collections. Establishing atlas records for Clinton County thus became a primary focus in building and expanding the holdings of the SUNY Plattsburgh Herbarium. This effort included targeted collecting of selected groups, course-based student collection projects, preparation of vouchers linked to local botanical research projects, and the accession of local collections made by collectors before PLAT was initiated.
In January 2012, six years after PLAT was established, we began a study aimed at providing records of previously unreported species by comparing NY Flora Atlas maps with current PLAT holdings. 7,267 plant specimens (everything held by PLAT as of 26 May 2012) were checked for locality information and entered into a database if determined to be collections from Clinton County. Species representing potential new records in the Atlas were also checked against the PLANTS Database (USDA, NRCS 2012) and evaluated for current conservation status.
Based on current holdings at PLAT, 203 species have been added to the NY Flora Atlas for Clinton County. Of the 203 new species records, all but 14 were collected during two time periods : 1985-1988 and 2006-present Numerous additional taxa will be added to the NY Flora Atlas for Clinton County (and adjacent counties) as PLAT continues to expand its holdings, a likelihood given SUNY Plattsburgh's recent commitment to move the collection to a new and larger facility in 2013-2014. Additional habitat-wide assessments (Martine et al. 2009 , Shearman 2011 are needed, just as they are over much of the Northeast, and are likely to be a most efficient manner with which to complete a comprehensive flora list for this botanically rich New York County.
The ongoing establishment of new Atlas records has amplified the importance of supporting and maintaining small regional herbaria as repositories of valuable biodiversity information and offers further evidence that local plant collecting is still an integral element of plant biodiversity research (as per Prather et al. 2004 
